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Meet the New Agent

Hello everybody! In case we haven’t met, my name is

Gracey Moffitt and I am the new Ag agent here in

McCracken County. I am very blessed to have been

chosen to take on this position and I am so excited

to see what all the future holds! If you haven’t taken

it yet, please take my Program Interest Survey! The

results from this survey will help me to plan

programs. You can find the link on our website.

Agent Update
Happy May everyone! I hope y’all we’re able to stay afloat and safe
during the flooding and storms that came across our area. Fingers
crossed we can leave the torrential rains and storm season behind us as
we move into May.
April seemed to fly by, but all in all it was a good month. I taught a
session on Ag Careers during the 4-H Exploring Careers week. We
learned about different careers in agriculture and did some hands-on
activities.
In working with Heather Hunter, one of our 4-H agents, I had the
opportunity to teach in 2 different schools. We did an egg incubator
program at Clark Elementary School for the Kindergarteners in their
science class. I got to teach about egg development and parts just in
time for the eggs to hatch. I also went with her to Reidland
Intermediate’s after school club to teach about soil science and we did
an “edible soil” activity (as pictured above).
To wrap up the month, I coordinated a ceremony for the McCracken
County Farm Bureau to donate grain entrapment rescue equipment to
our local fire department (as pictured above). I was honored to speak
on behalf of both groups, and we are excited to work together later this
year by hosting an Ag Safety Day.
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Have you seen my new Facebook

page? I know have an official

McCracken County ANR Facebook

page! This page will be an extension of

my newsletter by being able to share

what I am doing during the week,

upcoming events, news, and more! You

can find it at McCracken County

Extension Agriculture and Natural

Resources.



April Cattle on Feed Points to Higher Placements, but fewer Heifers
 By: Kenny Burdine, University of Kentucky
Date: 4/21/2025

 

 March marketings were 1% higher than 2024, which was very close to pre-report estimates. The number
that garnered the most attention was March placements, which came in 5% higher than last year. While
most analysts expected placements to be higher, this was near the upper end of the range of estimates.
February placements were very low, partially due to less-than-ideal weather conditions. This may have
led to some pushing of feeder cattle movement into March. High price levels also may have also pulled
cattle forward, also leading to higher March placements. I tend not to read a lot into any single month
and placements for the 1  quarter of 2025 were down by about 4% from the same three months of 2024.st

 Friday’s report was also a quarterly cattle on feed report, which included an estimate of the steer /
heifer breakdown. With high calf prices and expansion questions looming, this breakdown has been of
keen interest for some time. In last week’s report, steers on feed were essentially unchanged from last
year, while heifers on feed were down 4%. As a percentage of total on-feed inventory, heifers accounted
for 37.6%. This is not a number that suggests widespread heifer retention, but it is worth noting that this
is about a percent lower than both April of 2024 and January of 2025.

 As we move through spring and into summer, I will be watching pasture conditions very closely. Calf
prices are very strong, but no level of profitability can make it rain. Weather will be the primary
determinant of whether heifer retention increases during 2025. Beef cow slaughter also bears watching
as it has been running well below last year’s levels. And beef cow slaughter was very low in 2024. From my
perspective, it appears that liquidation of the cowherd has really slowed down (mostly through reduced
cow slaughter). But heifer retention does not appear to be significant enough to suggest we are close to
seeing expansion yet. At present, I am expecting beef cow numbers to decrease slightly, or stay about
the same, during 2025.
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USDA released the April Cattle on Feed report on
Thursday April 17 . The Thursday release was due to
the 18  being Good Friday. Monthly Cattle on Feed
reports estimate inventories for feedlots with
capacity over 1,000 head, which represents over 80%
of total on-feed inventory in the US. As of April 1, total
on-feed inventory was estimated at 11.6 million head,
which was 1.6% lower than last April. Feedlot
inventories have been running below year ago levels
since November 2024 and are likely to stay that way
for a while as calf crops have been getting smaller.
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Flooding and Freezing Effects on Wheat and Corn
Source:  Chad Lee, UK Extension Grain Crops Specialist
Date: 4/11/2025
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Articles in this newsletter address the rainfall totals received since the first of April and the expected nitrogen
losses from those conditions. There are other concerns about how the wheat crop will recover from the excessive
rains. The following are some expectations and assumptions. Be cautious with these. Scouting fields around 7 to 14
days after the heavy rains (or after water recedes) will provide much better answers than the assumptions that
follow.

Wheat 
Wheat fully underwater for several days most likely will not survive. In corn and soybeans, we expect 24 hours of
submersion at air temperatures above 70 F to cause plant death. The weather was much cooler for wheat during
this flooding and we do not have the same estimates on plant survival. Scouting 7 to 14 days after the water recedes
will better identify if wheat will survive.
Wheat covered in mud from receding flood waters will have a poor chance of survival. Another rain event that
washes the mud off the plants could help, but it is not likely.
Wheat on saturated soil but not submerged will be the hardest to scout. Again, waiting 7 to 14 days will help. The
following is an expected order of events. Expected not predicted. Saturated soils are those where water has
pushed all air out of the soil. The plant roots need oxygen in the root zone to survive. The lack of oxygen in the root
zone will kill the root hairs quickly, preventing the plant from taking up nutrients. Once oxygen re-enters to the root
zone, another three days or so are needed for new root hairs to grow and start taking up nutrients. Meanwhile, the
shoots are still conducting photosynthesis and the plants are attempting to grow. It is very common to see a corn
or soybean field flash yellow after being saturated for a while. We should expect wheat fields to do the same after
several days of good growing conditions. That yellow flash has more to do with dead root hairs than a lack of
nitrogen in the root zone.
Most of the wheat across the state is in the jointing stages. During these stages, the plants are developing the
heads that will eventually produce seeds. Nutrition disruptions during these stages could reduce head size which
could lead to reduced yields. A newsletter article from Minnesota summarizing research papers suggests that
wheat in saturated conditions for more than 10 days could result in yield losses of 20 to 50% (Wiersma 2024).
On top of the flooding, most of Kentucky experienced freezing temperatures one or two nights. Those freezing
temperatures likely were not cold enough to result in damage to the wheat at the current growth stages. The
colder weather bracketing the freezing temperatures may have helped the wheat survive the flooding a little
longer.

Corn
For corn planted just before the flooding, those seeds most likely are germinating. Four days of saturated soils likely
will kill germinating corn seeds (Brehl et al. 2024). Soils saturated for one to six days could result in 6 to 61% yield loss.
Expect corn emergence to be slowed, which could cause more uneven stands. Corn needs about 115 Growing
Degree Days (GDD’s or Heat Units) to emerge. If air temperatures are less than 50 F, then no GDD’s are
accumulating. If each day’s temperatures averaged 35 and 55 F for low and high air temperatures, respectively,
then corn would take 20 days to emerge.
Scouting corn emergence 10 to 14 days after these flooding and saturation events will provide much better clarity
on corn stands.
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Figure 1. Standing
water in a wheat

field in Central
Kentucky
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FREE SOIL SAMPLES FOR MCCRACKEN COUNTY RESIDENTS
Did you know that as a McCracken County resident that you can get up to 7

soil samples sent to the lab for FREE each year? We offer multiple soil
sampling packages for yards, pasture, row crops, gardens, wildlife plots,

etc. If you’re interested in more information, come to the office or call 270-
554-9520
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Event Calendar for May
2025

If you have questions or
would like to RSVP, call
the office at 270-554-

9520.

The full calendar with
event descriptions is

located on our website.
https://mccracken.ca.uky

.edu
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