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Meet the ANR Agent

Hello everybody! In case we haven’t met, my name is

Gracey Moffitt and I am the Ag agent here in

McCracken County. I am very blessed to have been

chosen to take on this position and I am so excited

to see what all the future holds! If you haven’t taken

it yet, please take my Program Interest Survey! The

results from this survey will help me to plan

programs. You can find the link on our website.
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Agent Update
Happy July everyone! Summer is in full swing with all of that heat! I hope
you all have been able to stay afloat with all of this rain we’ve had.

June was a lot busier than I originally expected it to be, but all in all it
has been good. I taught 4 sessions at Hendron Lone Oak Elementary for
their Summer Camp Program. Each week  the students learned and did
more hands-on activities related to agriculture (as pictured above). The
Western Rivers Jr. Livestock Expo was another great hit this year as
students across Western KY had the opportunity to judge and show
various livestock while practicing their public speaking skills (as
pictured above). I had the opportunity to attend this year’s KACAA
Professional Development Conference for Ag Agents in Hopkinsville. I
attended various in-service trainings for agents, attended the
administrative session with the head staff of the ag department at the
university, had the opportunity to go on various tours exploring the
diverse commercial horticulture industry in Christian County, and
attended our banquet where I received an award with a group of agents
from the area for our Winter Ag Conference program that we host
annually (as pictured above). We are also being recognized nationally
for this award in crop production!
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Have you seen my new
Facebook page? I now have

an official McCracken
County ANR Facebook page!

This page will be an
extension of my newsletter

by being able to share what I
am doing during the week,

upcoming events, news, and
more! You can find it at

McCracken County
Extension Agriculture and

Natural Resources.

Please remember to
take care of yourself

in this heat. Heat
stress can get bad
rather quickly. Pay
attention to your

body. Stay hydrated
and try to stay cool -
your life and health is
more important than

whatever task is at
hand. STAY SAFE!



Cowherd Expansion is Not the Only Way to Capitalize on a Strong Calf Market
By: Kenny Burdine, University of Kentucky
Date: 6/30/2025

Much has been written recently about the strength of the current cattle market. With beef cow inventory
at a 60+ year low and demand being very strong, cow-calf operations are clearly in the driver’s seat. Calf
values are more than double what they were three years ago, which speaks to considerable opportunity for
cow-calf operators to invest in their cowherds. Expansion is often the first opportunity that comes to mind
in a strong calf market and there is likely merit in expansion, if doing so is consistent with the goals of the
operation. However, some producers may not be interested in growing the size of their cowherds due to
land and / or management constraints or other reasons. This article will briefly walk through other
opportunities that are worth consideration.

Genetics – Some producers may choose to use the current increase in cow-calf revenues to improve the
genetics of their herds. Investment in genetics often has long-run implications, resulting in more valuable
calves to sell over multiple years. Sires certainly come to mind, but the current calf market combined with
the strong cull cow prices may provide an opportunity to cull a bit harder and also purchase some higher
quality females.

Facilities – Working facilities are crucial resources for cow-calf operations for numerous reasons. Value-
added opportunities such as health protocols, post-weaning programs, castration, implants, etc. are made
much easier with quality working facilities. The same is true for receiving, sorting and loading of cattle. If
facilities have historically been a constraint, the current market may be providing an opportunity to make
improvements and position the operation to sell higher value calves in the future.

Grazing systems – Winter feeding days are typically the most expensive days for cow-calf operations as
stored feed (hay) is being fed. Improved grazing systems (interior fencing, additional water sources,
portable mineral feeders, etc.) allow for more efficient use of existing forage during the grazing season.
This has the potential to increase the number of grazing days and reduce the number of hay feeding days.
In most cases, this results in lower costs per cow per year and puts an operation in a better position when
calf prices fall.

Debt service / financial management – Strong markets also provide an opportunity to make financial
moves that set an operation up for the long run. Increased revenues may allow an operation to pay down
some debt and thereby lower their cost structure going forward. Similarly, it may provide an opportunity to
build some working capital and lower dependence on operating loans. In both cases, future interest
expenses are reduced, which has implications for profitability.

 To be clear, the purpose of this article was not to discourage expansion. There are likely operations that
need to do just that. But I also live in an area where land constraints are real and know that expansion is not
always feasible. Plus, I have seen situations where operations expanded during strong markets and wished
they had not done so a few years later. The main point is that the current calf market provides a significant
opportunity for a cow-calf operation to position itself for the long-run, and that will look different for each
one of them.
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Row Crops & Forages
Events and News
Forecasting Corn Disease Risk for Kentucky
Date: 6/17/2025
Source: Kiersten Wise, Plant Pathology Extension Specialist

Corn growth stages in Kentucky vary widely, with some corn in western Kentucky likely to tassel this week, while in
other parts of Kentucky, corn is still in the early vegetative stages. The challenges to the 2025 planting season will make
foliar disease monitoring and management decisions more important going through the summer.
Frequent rainfall across the state has led to some detections of anthracnose leaf blight (caused by Colletotrichum
graminicola), and some low levels of gray leaf spot (caused by Cercospora zeae-maydis) in the lower canopy of corn
that is close to tasseling. Other diseases observed recently include Diplodia leaf streak (caused by Stenocarpella sp.)
and Holcus leaf spot (caused by the bacteria Pseudomonas syringae pv. syringae). To date, no concerning levels of
disease have been observed, but it is important to scout frequently, monitor University resources, and be prepared to
act if conditions warrant foliar disease management. In most cases, applying a foliar fungicide once at
tasseling/silking (VT/R1) is the most effective way to prevent yield loss from foliar diseases and offers the greatest
potential for a positive return on investment (ROI).

Importance of  Scouting
Before applying fungicides, remember to scout fields first and check hybrid resistance ratings prior to fungicide
application. Hybrids that are moderately resistant or resistant to foliar diseases like gray leaf spot are less likely to
demonstrate an economic response to fungicide application.
Because of the variation in corn growth stages and detections of important diseases in other states, farmers may be
tempted to alter their planned fungicide application timings. Multiple foliar fungicide application timings are promoted
in corn, but research at the University of Kentucky and in other states has shown that a fungicide application at
tasseling/silking (VT/R1) is most effective at preventing yield loss due to foliar diseases and also provides the greatest
chance of seeing a positive return on investment.  Research has demonstrated that early foliar fungicide applications
that occur at V4-V6 are less likely to provide an economic gain. Another common fungicide application timing in
Kentucky is the pre-tassel stage, typically between V10 and V14. Research from the University of Kentucky shows that
this timing can provide disease control for gray leaf spot and southern rust comparable to a VT/R1 application in some
years. However, if disease onset occurs later in the season, a second application may be required at R2 or R3. This can
double fungicide input costs and reduce the chances of achieving a positive ROI.
Scouting over the next few weeks and just prior to tasseling can help determine if fungicide applications are needed.
Although disease levels will continue to build over the course of the season, University research indicates that foliar
fungicides applied at tasseling or early silking (VT-R1) provide optimal foliar disease control for diseases like gray leaf
spot and tar spot compared to applications that occur earlier or later in the season. For southern rust, a fungicide
application may be needed through milk (R3). Always check with your county agent for updates on the diseases
present in your specific county and help determining if management is warranted.

In short, weather has been very conducive for foliar diseases, especially gray leaf spot. Our risk for diseases like tar spot
decreases substantially now that temperatures are increasing. Southern rust is still confined to the Gulf states for now.
A fungicide application at VT/R1 is still the best timing for protection against all of these diseases, if farmers are
interested in spraying. If you are interested in the full article, you can find it at Kentucky Pest News. 5

https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/encyclopedia/anthracnose-leaf-blight-of-corn
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/encyclopedia/gray-leaf-spot-of-corn
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/encyclopedia/diplodia-leaf-streak-of-corn
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/encyclopedia/holcus-leaf-spot-of-corn
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/publications/impact-of-foliar-fungicide-timing-and-fungicide-class-on-corn-yield-response-in-the-united-states-and-ontario-canada
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FREE SOIL SAMPLES FOR MCCRACKEN COUNTY RESIDENTS
Did you know that as a McCracken County resident that you can get up to 5

soil samples sent to the lab for FREE each year? We offer multiple soil
sampling packages for yards, pasture, row crops, gardens, wildlife plots,

etc. If you’re interested in more information, come to the office or call 270-
554-9520

Interested in receiving the Kentucky Field Crops
Newsletter?

Use the barcode to sign up. If you have any issues or would
like access to it, contact me and I would be happy to help you

get set up.
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Event Calendar for July
2025

If you have questions or
would like to RSVP, call
the office at 270-554-

9520.

The full calendar with
event descriptions is

located on our website.
https://mccracken.ca.uky

.edu
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