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     The monarch butterfly completes an
incredible annual 3 to 5-generation
migration that covers thousands of
miles from its overwintering sites in
Central Mexico to the northern Midwest,
Northeast, and Canada. However, over
the past 30 years, populations have
declined by more than 80% to 95%,
increasing the risk of this species’
extinction later this century. During the
winter, high in the mountains of central
Mexico, monarch butterflies roost by the
millions on trees in less than 20
secluded areas.
 
     The USFWS is proposing to increase
monarch habitats by planting native
milkweed and nectar plants all across
the nation – in yards, schools, parks,
rights-of-way, businesses, places of
worship, and other area lands. While the
adults will take nectar from a variety of
plants, the caterpillars need milkweed
for development. Other proposed
provisions will help protect populations
and provide an opportunity for
populations to recover.
The USFWS is seeking public input on
its proposal to list the species as
threatened with species-specific
protections and flexibilities to
encourage conservation under section
4(d) of the Endangered Species Act
(ESA). Public comments will be
accepted on the proposal until March
12, 2025. The Service will then evaluate
the comments and any additional
information on the species and
determine whether to list the monarch
butterfly.

     On December 10, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) issued a press release
proposing to list the monarch butterfly as a
threatened species under the Endangered
Species Act. The proposed decision was then
listed in the Federal Register on December 12
to start the 90-day public comment period.
While this does not address new regulations
yet, the Fish and Wildlife Service hopes that
this proposed rule will help build on and
enhance monarch conservation efforts while
balancing activities in support of economic
growth.

     The monarch butterfly completes an
incredible annual 3 to 5-generation migration
that covers thousands of miles from its
overwintering sites in Central Mexico to the
northern Midwest, Northeast, and Canada.
However, over the past 30 years, populations
have declined by more than 80% to 95%,
increasing the risk of this species’ extinction
later this century. During the winter, high in
the mountains of central Mexico, monarch
butterflies roost by the millions on trees in less
than 20 secluded areas.
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Figure 1. The monarch butterfly is an iconic species that is highly regarded by the

public (Photo: Ric Bessin, UK).
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S o u r c e :  R i c k  D u r h a m ,  U K  e x t e n s i o n  c o n s u m e r  h o r t i c u l t u r e  s p e c i a l i s t  
 
     W i t h  t h e i r  b r i g h t  r e d ,  p i n k  o r  w h i t e  l e a v e s ,  p o i n s e t t i a s  h e r a l d  t h e  a p p r o a c h  o f  t h e
h o l i d a y  s e a s o n .  T h e y  a r e  b e a u t i f u l  a s  s t a n d - a l o n e  p l a n t s  o r  a s  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  b i g g e r  h o l i d a y
d i s p l a y s .  I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  w e  g r o w  p o i n s e t t i a s  a s  i n d o o r  p o t t e d  p l a n t s ,  m o s t  i n  h e a t e d
g r e e n h o u s e s ,  b u t  y o u  m i g h t  b e  s u r p r i s e d  t o  k n o w  t h a t  i n  i t s  n a t i v e  c l i m a t e ,  t h i s  s u b t r o p i c a l
s p e c i e s  c a n  g r o w  t o  m o r e  t h a n  1 0  f e e t  t a l l .  
T h e  p e r s o n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  b r i n g i n g  p o i n s e t t i a s  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w a s  J o e l  R o b e r t s
P o i n s e t t ,  a  b o t a n i s t ,  p h y s i c i a n  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  U . S .  a m b a s s a d o r  t o  M e x i c o .  D e c .  1 2  i s  o f f i c i a l l y
P o i n s e t t i a  D a y  a n d  m a r k s  t h e  1 8 5 1  d e a t h  o f  P o i n s e t t .  
 
     G r o w e r s  c u l t i v a t e  m o r e  t h a n  1 0 0  v a r i e t i e s  o f  p o i n s e t t i a s ,  b u t  t h e  r e d  l e a f  v a r i e t y  i s  t h e
m o s t  p o p u l a r .  C o n t r a r y  t o  p o p u l a r  b e l i e f ,  p o i n s e t t i a s  a r e  n o t  p o i s o n o u s .  T h e  p l a n t  w a s
c l e a r e d  o f  t h i s  c h a r g e  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P o i s o n  C e n t e r  a n d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n .
A l s o ,  a n  O h i o  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  s t u d y  f o u n d  a  5 0 - p o u n d  c h i l d  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  e a t  m o r e  t h a n
5 0 0  l e a v e s  t o  h a v e  a n y  h a r m f u l  e f f e c t .  E v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  l e a v e s  h a v e  a n  a w f u l  t a s t e ,  i t ’ s  s t i l l
a  g o o d  i d e a  t o  k e e p  p e t s  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  p l a n t s  a s  c o n s u m p t i o n  c a n  c a u s e  d i g e s t i v e  u p s e t .  
 
     M o r e  t h a n  3 4  m i l l i o n  p o i n s e t t i a s  a r e  s o l d  e a c h  y e a r ,  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  a b o u t  a  q u a r t e r  o f
t h e  s a l e s  o f  a l l  f l o w e r i n g  p o t t e d  p l a n t s .  F o r  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  t a k i n g  u p  m a s s
p r o d u c t i o n ,  w h i l e  t h a t  m a y  s e e m  l i k e  a  b i g  m o n e y - m a k e r  f o r  g r o w e r s ,  i t  i s  a c t u a l l y  a  h i g h -
r i s k  v e n t u r e  w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t a r t - u p  c o s t s ,  s u c h  a s  b u i l d i n g  a  h e a t e d  g r e e n h o u s e ,  a n d
r e q u i r e s  d e m a n d i n g  l a b o r  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t .  T h e  p r o f i t  m a r g i n  f o r  m o s t  p o i n s e t t i a  g r o w e r s
i s  l o w  d u e  t o  t h e  h i g h l y  c o m p e t i t i v e  m a r k e t i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  w h o l e s a l e  a n d  r e t a i l  m a r k e t s
l i k e  l o c a l  g a r d e n  c e n t e r s ,  f l o r i s t s  a n d  g r o c e r s ,  r o a d s i d e  s t a n d s ,  f a r m e r ’ s  m a r k e t s ,
f u n d r a i s e r s  a n d  d i r e c t  s a l e s  f r o m  t h e  f a r m .   
 
     T h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r o d u c i n g  t h e  p l a n t  s h o u l d  a l s o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  s h o r t  s i x - w e e k  s a l e
w i n d o w  b e g i n n i n g  i n  e a r l y  N o v e m b e r .   S t i l l ,  g r o w e r s  s e e  a  v a l u e  i n  p r o d u c i n g  a  c r o p  o f
p o i n s e t t i a s ,  b e c a u s e  i t  a l l o w s  f o r  s p r e a d i n g  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t m e n t s  o v e r  t h e  w h o l e  y e a r  v e r s u s
h a v i n g  t h e  g r e e n h o u s e  s i t  i d l e  d u r i n g  l a t e r  s u m m e r  a n d  f a l l .  
 
     I n  t h e  e n d ,  g r o w e r s  w h o  c u l t i v a t e  m u l t i p l e  v a r i e t i e s  c a n  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e m s e l v e s  a  b i t
f r o m  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  h a v e  a  m a r k e t  a d v a n t a g e .  
 
     F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  p o i n s e t t i a s  o r  o t h e r  h o r t i c u l t u r e  t o p i c s ,  c o n t a c t  t h e  M c C r a c k e n
C o o p e r a t i v e  E x t e n s i o n  S e r v i c e .  
 
     E d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  o f  t h e  C o o p e r a t i v e  E x t e n s i o n  S e r v i c e  s e r v e  a l l  p e o p l e  r e g a r d l e s s  o f
e c o n o m i c  o r  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  a n d  w i l l  n o t  d i s c r i m i n a t e  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  r a c e ,  c o l o r ,  e t h n i c  o r i g i n ,
n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n ,  c r e e d ,  r e l i g i o n ,  p o l i t i c a l  b e l i e f ,  s e x ,  s e x u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  g e n d e r  i d e n t i t y ,
g e n d e r  e x p r e s s i o n s ,  p r e g n a n c y ,  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  g e n e t i c  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a g e ,  v e t e r a n  s t a t u s ,  o r
p h y s i c a l  o r  m e n t a l  d i s a b i l i t y .  

Prep for poinsettias- what to know before you grow 



     O n c e  a u t u m n  l e a v e s  h a v e  f a l l e n ,  m i s t l e t o e  b e c o m e s  h i g h l y  v i s i b l e  o n  l a r g e  t r e e s
t h r o u g h o u t  K e n t u c k y .  P h o r a d e n d r o n ,  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  n a m e  f o r  K e n t u c k y ’ s  m o s t
c o m m o n  t y p e  o f  t h i s  p a r a s i t i c  p l a n t ,  m e a n s  t r e e  t h i e f .  T h e s e  s m a l l  l e a f y  p l a n t s  a r e
c o m m o n l y  f o u n d  o n  t w i g s  a n d  b r a n c h e s  o f  m a n y  h a r d w o o d  s p e c i e s  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n
U . S .  M i s t l e t o e  e x t r a c t s  ( s t e a l s )  w a t e r ,  m i n e r a l  e l e m e n t s ,  a n d  f o o d  f r o m  t r e e  h o s t s ;
h e n c e  t h e  n a m e .

     M i s t l e t o e  u s e  i n  h o l i d a y  d e c o r  h a s  r o o t s  i n  p a g a n  t r a d i t i o n s .  T h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a
l i v e  p a r a s i t i c  p l a n t  w h i l e  t h e  h o s t  t r e e  a p p e a r s  d e a d  l e d  s o m e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t
m i s t l e t o e  m y s t e r i o u s l y  h e l d  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  t r e e  d u r i n g  w i n t e r .  D r u i d s  h a r v e s t e d
m i s t l e t o e  i n  a  s p e c i a l  r i t e ,  n e v e r  a l l o w i n g  t h e  p l a n t  t o  t o u c h  t h e  g r o u n d ,  a n d  t h e n
h u n g  i t  i n  t h e i r  h o m e s  f o r  g o o d  l u c k .

     O u r  m o d e r n - d a y  m i s t l e t o e  h o l i d a y  t r a d i t i o n  l i k e l y  o r i g i n a t e s  f r o m  a  m y t h o l o g i c a l
N o r s e  g o d d e s s  o f  l o v e  a n d  b e a u t y .  F r i g g a ,  w h o s e  s o n  w a s  r e s t o r e d  f r o m  p o s s i b l e
d e a t h  b y  m i s t l e t o e ,  w a s  t h o u g h t  t o  b e s t o w  a  k i s s  o n  a n y o n e  w a l k i n g  b e n e a t h  o n e .
T o d a y ,  w h e n  t w o  p e o p l e  m e e t  u n d e r  t h e  m i s t l e t o e ,  t r a d i t i o n  s u g g e s t s  t h e y  m u s t
e x c h a n g e  a  k i s s  f o r  g o o d  l u c k .

     P h o r a d e n d r o n  h a s  s i m p l e ,  f l e s h y  g r e e n  l e a v e s  a r r a n g e d  o p p o s i t e l y  o n  s t e m s
( F i g u r e  1 ) .  S t e m s  a r e  s h o r t  a n d  m o r e  b r a n c h e d  t h a n  h o s t  t r e e s ,  s o  m i s t l e t o e  o f t e n
a p p e a r s  a s  a  s p h e r i c a l  b u n c h  o f  d e n s e  v e g e t a t i o n  ( F i g u r e  2 ) .  T h e s e  b u n c h e s  m a y  b e  a
f o o t  o r  t w o  i n  d i a m e t e r  a n d  a r e  l o c a t e d  h i g h  i n  t h e  t r e e  w h e r e  s u n  e x p o s u r e  i s
g r e a t e s t .  M i s t l e t o e  b e r r i e s  r a n g e  f r o m  w h i t e  t o  s t r a w - c o l o r e d  t o  l i g h t  r e d .  B i r d s  e a t
t h e  f r u i t s ,  r e p o r t e d l y  t o x i c  t o  h u m a n  a n d  a n i m a l s ,  t h e n  d e p o s i t  t h e  s e e d s  o n t o
b r a n c h e s  w h e r e  t h e y  g e r m i n a t e  a n d  p e n e t r a t e  t h e  n e x t  h o s t  t r e e .

From Tree Thief to Holiday Tradition: The Story of Mistletoe

Figure 1: The Phoradendron mistletoe has

simple, fleshy green leaves. (Photo: Paul

A. Mistretta, USDA Forest Service,

Bugwood.org)

Figure 1: The Phoradendron mistletoe has simple, fleshy green

leaves. (Photo: Paul A. Mistretta, USDA Forest Service,

Bugwood.org)

Figure 2: Mistletoe often appear as a spherical bunch of dense

vegetation. (Photo: John Hartman, UK)

Mistletoe commonly appears in open-grown trees where birds tend to roost,

thereby less frequently in forest trees. Generally, mistletoe causes minimal

damage, although it can be harmful to stressed trees. Mistletoe can be removed

from landscape trees by pruning.
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e q u a l   

D O N ’ T  G E T  B U R N T ,  B E C A U S E  N O T  A L L  F I R E W O O D  I S  C R E A T E D  E Q U A L  

S o u r c e :  L a u r i e  T a y l o r  T h o m a s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K e n t u c k y  e x t e n s i o n  f o r e s t e r  a t  M a r t i n - G a t t o n  C o l l e g e  o f
A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F o o d  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t  

     F i r e s  i n  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  o r  o u t s i d e  i n  t h e  f i r e  p i t  a r e  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  c o n n e c t e d  t o  o u r  v i s i o n s  o f  n e s t l i n g
i n  f o r  a  l o n g ,  c o m f y  w i n t e r .  O u t s i d e ,  l e t  t h e  w i n t e r  b r i n g  i t s  i c e  a n d  s n o w  i f  i t  w a n t s .  I n s i d e ,  w e  c o u l d
h a v e  a  f i r e  t o  s n u g g l e  u p  t o .  B u t  n o t  a l l  f i r e w o o d  i s  c r e a t e d  e q u a l .

 T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g s  t o  k n o w  b e f o r e  l i g h t i n g ,  i g n i t i n g  j u s t  a n y  o l d  w o o d .  

D i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s  o f  t r e e s  p r o v i d e  d i f f e r e n t  a m o u n t s  o f  h e a t .  W o o d  i s  m a d e  u p  o f  a i r  a n d  w o o d
f i b e r ,  o r  c e l l u l o s e .  S i n c e  t h e  c e l l u l o s e  b u r n s ,  b u t  n o t  t h e  a i r ,  l o o k  f o r  t h e  h e a v i e s t  o r  d e n s e s t
f i r e w o o d  p e r  u n i t  v o l u m e .  T h e  b e s t  w o o d s  w o u l d  b e  o a k ,  h i c k o r y  a n d  b l a c k  l o c u s t .  Y e l l o w - p o p l a r ,
s i l v e r  a n d  r e d  m a p l e  a r e  n o t  a s  d e n s e  a n d  w i l l  p r o v i d e  m u c h  l e s s  h e a t .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e y  a r e
g r e a t  w o o d s  f o r  s t a r t i n g  a  f i r e .  
F r e s h l y  c u t  w o o d  c o n t a i n s  a  l o t  o f  w a t e r .  S e a s o n e d  w o o d  r e f e r s  t o  w o o d  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  g i v e n  t h e
t i m e  f o r  s o m e  o r  a l l  o f  t h a t  w a t e r  t o  e v a p o r a t e .  I t  u s u a l l y  t a k e s  b e t w e e n  s i x  a n d  1 2  m o n t h s  f o r
w o o d  t o  c u r e .  I f  y o u  b u r n  i t  t o o  s o o n ,  w h e n  i t ’ s  s t i l l  g r e e n ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  h e a t  g e n e r a t e d  w i l l  g o  i n t o
e v a p o r a t i n g  t h a t  w a t e r ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  h e a t i n g  y o u r  r o o m .  
B u r n i n g  u n s e a s o n e d  w o o d  c a n  a l s o  b e  d a n g e r o u s .  G e n e r a t e d  s m o l d e r i n g  f i r e  c a n  c a u s e  a  c r e o s o t e
b u i l d u p  i n  y o u r  c h i m n e y .  B u r n i n g  p i n e  l o g s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  h e a v y  r e s i n ,  c a n  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  s a m e  p r o b l e m .
O v e r  t i m e ,  t h a t  b u i l d u p  c a n  l e a d  t o  a  c h i m n e y  f i r e .  
I f  y o u ’ r e  s e a s o n i n g  y o u r  o w n  w o o d ,  c u t  i t  f i r s t  t o  a  l e n g t h  t h a t  f i t s  y o u r  f i r e p l a c e ,  r e m o v e  t h e  b a r k ,
a n d  s p l i t  t h e  l o g s  f o r  f a s t e r  d r y i n g .  S t a c k  i t  o f f  t h e  g r o u n d  i n  a n  o p e n  a r e a  w i t h  g o o d  a i r f l o w .
P a l l e t s  m a k e  a  g o o d  b a s e  f o r  t h i s .  A i r  d r y  i t  f o r  a  m i n i m u m  o f  s i x  m o n t h s .  
I f  y o u  a r e  b u y i n g  y o u r  w o o d  f r o m  a  v e n d o r ,  a s k  w h a t  t r e e  s p e c i e s  t h e  w o o d  c o m e s  f r o m  a n d  h o w
l o n g  i t  h a s  b e e n  s e a s o n e d .  W o o d  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  p r o p e r l y  s e a s o n e d  h a s  a  g r a y ,  w e a t h e r e d
a p p e a r a n c e  a n d  l a r g e  c r a c k s  i n  t h e  e n d s  o f  t h e  l o g s .  E v e n  i f  y o u ’ v e  b o u g h t  s e a s o n e d  w o o d ,  s t o r i n g
i t  c o r r e c t l y — s t a c k e d  o f f  t h e  g r o u n d  a n d  c o v e r e d  w i t h  a  t a r p  t o  p r o t e c t  i t  f r o m  r a i n — w i l l  p r e v e n t
t h e  w o o d  f r o m  r e a b s o r b i n g  w a t e r .  
B e  a w a r e ,  t o o ,  o f  u n w a n t e d  v i s i t o r s  t h a t  c a n  h i t c h  a  r i d e  o n  y o u r  f i r e w o o d .  B u y  f i r e w o o d  n e a r  t h e
l o c a t i o n  w h e r e  y o u  p l a n  t o  b u r n  i t .  M o v i n g  i n f e c t e d  f i r e w o o d  l o n g  d i s t a n c e s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  a s h )  c a n
s p r e a d  i n v a s i v e  s p e c i e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  e m e r a l d  a s h  b o r e r ,  a  d e s t r u c t i v e  s p e c i e s  t h a t  o r i g i n a t e d  i n
A s i a .  Y o u  l i k e l y  w o n ’ t  s e e  t h e  a d u l t  b o r e r s ,  w h i c h  a r e  t h r e e - e i g h t h s  t o  o n e - h a l f - i n c h  l o n g  a n d  v e r y
n a r r o w .  B u t  l a r v a  a n d  e g g s  c o u l d  b e  o u t  o f  s i g h t  i n s i d e  t h e  l o g s .  

H o w e v e r  y o u  p l a n  t o  e n j o y  u t i l i z i n g  f i r e w o o d  t h i s  s e a s o n ,  s t a y  s a f e  a n d  e n j o y  t h e i r  e m b e r s .

 C o n t a c t  y o u r  l o c a l  M c C r a c k e n  E x t e n s i o n  o f f i c e  f o r  m o r e  r e s o u r c e s ,  t i p s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

Don’t get burnt, because not all firewood is created equal



     Lichens are fascinating and complex living
organisms that are composed of multiple organisms
growing together for the mutual benefit of one
another. Lichens can grow in colonies on pretty much
any substrate anywhere on Earth. Frequently found on
rocks, fences, tombstones, and soil, lichens cause the
most concern when present on living trees and shrubs.
While often found on woody plants in poor or
declining health, they are not causing the decline;
lichens are neither pathogenic nor parasitic.

     This publication discusses the biological
components in lichens, where they grow, concerns
related to lichens, types of growth habits, and what
should (and should not) be done when found on
landscape plants.
Lichens in Landscape Plantings (PPFS-GEN-20) is
available online. 
     For additional publications on diseases and other
issues affecting landscape plants, visit the UK Plant
Pathology Extension Publications webpage.

By Cheryl Kaiser, Plant Pathology Extension Support,
and Paul Vincelli, Plant Pathology Extension Specialist

Lichens in Landscape Plantings (PPFS-GEN-20)

https://plantpathology.ca.uky.edu/files/ppfs-gen-20.pdf
http://plantpathology.ca.uky.edu/extension/publications
http://plantpathology.ca.uky.edu/extension/publications


The McCracken
County Cooperative

Extension will be
closed from

December 25-
January 1 for the

Holiday 



2 0 2 5  H O R T I C U L T U R E  P R O G R A M S  

WINTER
SOWING 

Join us for a hands-on
gardening workshop at the
Extension Office taught by
Tammie Winkler. Please
RSVP by calling (270) 554-
9520. 

JANUARY 7TH, 2025
2025 New Holt Rd.
Paducah, Ky 42001

MARY DOSSETT,
HORTICULTURE AGENT 

5pm-6pm



2025 Horticulture Programs

JAN 7

FEB 4

MAR 4

APR 1

MAY 6

JUN 3

JUL 1

AUG 5

SEP 2

OCT 7

NOV 5

5:00 - 6:00 P.M.
McCracken County Extension Service

2025 New Holt Rd Paducah, KY 42001

Please RSVP for each program
by calling (270) 554-9520

Winter Sowing

“Evergreens” Propagation (on-site)

Native Plants

Fairy Gardens

Container Gardening

Floral Arranging

Love Shack Farm (on-site)

Drying & Pressing Cut Flowers

Lawn Management

Pumpkin Planters

Holiday Wreaths


