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Spring is upon us! The weather is getting warmer, our lawns are greening 

up, and the flowers are blooming. This is a beautiful season, and a wonderful time 

to get out and see the many quilt blocks we have here locally. Originating in Ohio, 

the quilt block trail has swept across Kentucky as each community puts their own 

twist on the project.  The McCracken County Beautification Board has 

thoughtfully organized a map of several different quilt blocks in the Paducah and 

McCracken County area. Take a tour and enjoy finding the quilt squares painted 

on barns, floodwalls, craft shops, restaurants and more. You can even stop by the 

Extension Office to see not one, not two, but three quilt blocks.  

 

Take advantage of this great opportunity to go for a drive, enjoy the fresh 

air, and discover new places. You can find the quilt block brochure on our website 

at  https://mccracken.ca.uky.edu/mccrackencountyquilttrail 
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SOW App Available for Kentucky Gardeners  

  

Source: Rick Durham, UK Horticulture Extension Specialist  

Kentucky gardeners have a new tool available in Apple and Google Play app stores to assist with planting, 

sowing and harvesting decisions for their home garden.  

SOW—A Planting Companion is a free app based on University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension’s 

publication ID-128 Home Vegetable Gardening in Kentucky. The app also incorporates information for Alabama 

and North Carolina and other areas in U.S. Department of Agriculture Plant Hardiness Zones 6a-9a. Kentucky is 

primarily in zone 6b, with a few areas in 6a or 7a. After downloading the app, enter your state and county to get 

customized plant information based on your hardiness zone. You can always change the information later in the 

settings menu.   

The app has three main sections: My Garden, Journal and Library. The library currently has information and 

photos of about 36 popular home garden vegetables. You may sort the vegetables alphabetically, by harvest date 

or by planting date. Clicking on a vegetable in the library will open information about that vegetable, including 

estimated days to harvest, expected yield, plant spacing, planting depth, soil pH range and average number of 

plants per person you need to include for a good harvest.   

You can add vegetables to the My Garden section. You can develop more than one garden, for example, a 

spring garden, a summer garden and a fall garden, and keep them separate. My Garden helps you keep track of 

planting dates, seed or transplant planting method, the specific cultivar or variety you planted and when you 

should be able to harvest it.  You can even plan ahead and enter a planting date for the future and the app will 

give you the option to add this date to your phone’s calendar as a reminder.  

After you harvest a crop, you the Journal section to record yield, harvest date or any other notes you may 

need to help plan next year’s garden.   

The app can also link you to your local Cooperative Extension office, where you’ll find staff information and 

ways to contact extension agents with questions. Download the app through Apple, https://apps.apple.com/us/app/

sow-a-planting-companion/id840347996, or Google, https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?

id=edu.aces.SOW&hl=en_US&gl=US&pli=1, or search for it in your mobile device app store.   

For more information about gardening or other horticulture topics, contact the McCracken County Cooperative 

Extension Service.  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww2.ca.uky.edu%2Fagc%2Fpubs%2FID%2FID128%2FID128.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Ccarla.wilkey%40uky.edu%7C9e1d3d4a3eea4885e01b08db40173eac%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638174240797199080%7CU
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.apple.com%2Fus%2Fapp%2Fsow-a-planting-companion%2Fid840347996&data=05%7C01%7Ccarla.wilkey%40uky.edu%7C9e1d3d4a3eea4885e01b08db40173eac%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C63817424
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.apple.com%2Fus%2Fapp%2Fsow-a-planting-companion%2Fid840347996&data=05%7C01%7Ccarla.wilkey%40uky.edu%7C9e1d3d4a3eea4885e01b08db40173eac%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C63817424
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fplay.google.com%2Fstore%2Fapps%2Fdetails%3Fid%3Dedu.aces.SOW%26hl%3Den_US%26gl%3DUS%26pli%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Ccarla.wilkey%40uky.edu%7C9e1d3d4a3eea4885e01b08db40173eac%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481c
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fplay.google.com%2Fstore%2Fapps%2Fdetails%3Fid%3Dedu.aces.SOW%26hl%3Den_US%26gl%3DUS%26pli%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Ccarla.wilkey%40uky.edu%7C9e1d3d4a3eea4885e01b08db40173eac%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481c


Fire Blight Alert and Risk Map Overview 

 

Apple and pear trees are at bloom. Infection by the fire blight bacterium occurs during bloom, thus, protectant 
antibiotics should be applied when risk is high.   

 
Risk for infection can be assessed using the Fire Blight Disease Prediction Model. http://weather.uky.edu/
php/fire_blight.php 

 
Growers can assess local risk by selecting their county and orchard history. This model incorporates the 
previous 4 days of weather data plus adds a 7-day forecast for estimating leaf wetness and temperature 
(thereby estimating risk for bacterial growth and infection). There are 66 Mesonet weather stations 
throughout Kentucky, thus, weather information for the model is based on data from the closest weather 
station. A mobile (phone or tablet) friendly version of this site is here.  http://weather.uky.edu/dim.html 

 

Remember that apple and pear trees must be in bloom for predictions to be accurate. The map overview 
presented here indicates fire blight risk as of April 9, 2023 (Figure 1).  According to the current assessment, 
risk is low for the entire state. Growers are encouraged to check the model regularly for the most accurate 
analyses and county-specific forecasts. 

 

 

Additional Resources 

Information regarding prevention and management of fire blight can be found in: 

Using Prediction Models to Manage Diseases in Fruit (PPFS-FR-T-07) 

Commercial Fruit Pest Management Guide (ID-232) 

Backyard Apple Disease Management Using Cultural Practices (PPFS-FR-T-21) 

Fire blight (PPFS-FR-T-12) 

Fire blight of Apple (Video)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PdcDXNftoWg 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: Fire blight risk for Kentucky counties as of April 9, 2023. 

 

By: Nicole Gauthier, Plant Pathology Extension Specialist and Kimberly Leonberger, Plant Pathology 
Extension Associate. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fweather.uky.edu%2Fphp%2Ffire_blight.php&data=05%7C01%7Ccarla.wilkey%40uky.edu%7Cd516cff1c8cc43b8f93108db4017a27f%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638174242466723781%7CUnknown%7CTWFpb
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fweather.uky.edu%2Fdim.html&data=05%7C01%7Ccarla.wilkey%40uky.edu%7Cd516cff1c8cc43b8f93108db4017a27f%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638174242466723781%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIj
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fplantpathology.ca.uky.edu%2Ffiles%2Fppfs-fr-t-07.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Ccarla.wilkey%40uky.edu%7Cd516cff1c8cc43b8f93108db4017a27f%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638174242466723781%7CUn
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fplantpathology.ca.uky.edu%2Ffiles%2Fid-232.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Ccarla.wilkey%40uky.edu%7Cd516cff1c8cc43b8f93108db4017a27f%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638174242466723781%7CUnknown%
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fplantpathology.ca.uky.edu%2Ffiles%2Fppfs-fr-t-21.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Ccarla.wilkey%40uky.edu%7Cd516cff1c8cc43b8f93108db4017a27f%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638174242466879992%7CUn
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fplantpathology.ca.uky.edu%2Ffiles%2Fppfs-fr-t-12.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Ccarla.wilkey%40uky.edu%7Cd516cff1c8cc43b8f93108db4017a27f%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638174242466879992%7CUn
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DPdcDXNftoWg&data=05%7C01%7Ccarla.wilkey%40uky.edu%7Cd516cff1c8cc43b8f93108db4017a27f%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638174242466879992%7CUnknown%7CTW
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