
As the sun sets on sticky summer evenings in June, tiny, hovering blinks fill the
sky. They first start off in the shadows and the trees, moving out into the open
while daylight turns to dusk. These lights, of course, belong to fireflies.
“It is just an iconic piece of summer,” said Jonathan Larson, an extension
entomologist at the University of Kentucky. “It's something that I think a lot of
people have a lot of love for. They don't cause problems. They're just interesting-
looking insects, and they do a weird thing. Their butts glow. I mean, how, how
hard is that to love?”
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Are Firefly Population Numbers Declining?
By Caleb Barnes     June 27,2025

From late May to early July, fireflies begin their daily process of flying around at
dusk to signal one another. “The male is flying through the air, he's making a
blinking pattern, sometimes making a flying J pattern depending on the species,”
Larson said. “Then there's a female down on the grass below that's signaling
back, and then he'll fly down to find her and mate.”
In recent years, people have reported that they feel there are fewer fireflies
coming out. Is there any truth to that, though?
“In the normal American backyard there probably are fewer fireflies that people
are seeing,” Larson explained. “This is just going to boil down to logistics of how
that place was built, what's happened to the natural habitat around that suburb,
around that apartment building, around that town, and some of the things that
we may strip out and alter about the landscape are going to decrease the
number of fireflies that can persist there.”



According to Larson, firefly numbers are on the decline. However, it follows a larger pattern with insect life
overall. “I would say they're declining in the same fashion as other insect life,” he said. “It's probably more
noticeable because they do glow, and there's something that people are on the lookout for.”
Because of their status as an ‘iconic’ bug, people are more aware of a decrease in fireflies, even though
there are contributing factors that affect all insects. One unique factor that affects fireflies – but not other
bugs – is light pollution. Bright, continuous lights can inhibit the ability of fireflies to see other signals.
“If it's too bright outside, they can't see that glow,” Larson said. “They're not going to be able to facilitate that
mating.”

Despite the decline, there are a few ways that you can contribute to the fireflies, helping bring them back to
your backyard. “One big thing is to get lights that are motion activated on your property rather than
constant security lights that are always on,” Larson explained, adding that directional lights are also better
than lights that illuminate large spaces for long periods of time. “We can also replace parts of our lawns and
landscapes with firefly habitat. This would be kind of thicker, bushier grasses that you're planting, taller
grasses that are going to grow up about waist high, places that will be far less managed than a typical lawn.
You can put kind of logs and things in there, things that'll help them to have places for their eggs to be
hidden. “In those ways, we can help their numbers to try and bounce back up a little bit so we can all keep
enjoying these summer flashes that we all love so much.”
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FREE SOIL SAMPLES FOR MCCRACKEN COUNTY RESIDENTS
Did you know, as a McCracken County resident, you can get up to 5 soil samples sent to the

lab for FREE each year? We offer multiple soil sampling packages for yards, pastures, row
crops, gardens, wildlife plots, etc. If you’re interested in more information,

come to the office or call 270-554-9520.



How to Tell If a Watermelon Is Ripe
When to Harvest (and Eat!) Watermelon

By Robin Sweetser     Last Updated June 25, 2025

Every year, I face the same dilemma: how to tell if a watermelon is ripe. Muskmelons are easy—they will
slip right off the vine at the peak of perfection. However, watermelons remain firmly attached even when
they are overripe.
I am no good at the “thump” test. Old-timers swear they know when a watermelon is ripe just by rapping it
with a knuckle. It is ready if the sound is low-pitched, hollow, and deep like a drum. Johnny’s Seed
Company explains further, saying that it should sound like a “punk” rather than a “pink” or a “pank” when
you flick it with your finger. I have failed miserably at this test in years past, picking unripe melons that are
still white inside. Once they are detached from the vine, watermelons won’t continue to ripen. You only
get one chance to do this right!

When all else fails, I guess I should look at the
seed packet. It says that my Sugar Babies
should be ripe in 80 days from planting, and
though we started the seeds indoors in early
May, they did not get planted in the garden
until early June. I think they should be ready
any day now, but since they do most of their
ripening in the last 2 weeks of growth, it is
important not to jump the gun.

Tricks to Tell if a Watermelon is Ripe
Here are other subtle cues to look out for:

The green color becomes dull.
On striped melons, the color between the stripes gets darker.
The rind will get hard.
The blossom end will soften.
They will stop getting larger.
The ground spot will turn from white to yellow.
The end of the main vine nearest the fruit may start to crack or turn brown.
The curly tendril on the main vine, closest to the fruit, will turn brown.



Sick of Summer? So Are Copperheads.
Where and When You’ll Find Them in Kentucky

By Aaron Mudd     June 30, 2025

If you’re sick of this summer heatwave, know that Kentucky’s most common venomous snake is right there with you. To
avoid overheating during the hottest parts of the day, copperheads will change up their routines and become more
active in the evening hours or at night during the summer, said Steven Price, a University of Kentucky herpetologist.
While bites against humans are relatively uncommon and copperheads generally prefer forested areas away from
people, bites have been known to happen at night. “Most people that get bit by copperheads step on them at night,”
Price said, adding people often go barefoot or are wearing sandals in those cases. “The person doesn’t see them and it
startles the copperhead.” If you prefer to walk the dog, go for a jog or mow the lawn in the evening hours to escape the
heat, here’s what to know about where you can expect to find copperheads in Kentucky this summer.

“One interesting thing is copperheads really like to eat cicadas,”
Price said. “I suppose this last cicada boom was a really
important food resource for them.” While people often think of
reptiles as cold-blooded, Price says that’s a bit of a
misconception. Scientists prefer the term “ectotherms,” which
essentially means the animal dependent on external sources of
body heat. Reptiles do not pant or sweat as mammals do, so
they rely on sources of shade to stay cool. That adaptation
lends itself well to copperhead’s choice of habitat: densely
forested areas or at least those with woody debris and
vegetation. Copperheads can be found throughout Kentucky,
though they are less common in the inner Bluegrass region
around Lexington, per UK. If you live near such an area, it’s
possible you may encounter a copperhead. That said, you don’t
need to live in fear of them, just be mindful and give them
space. “They don’t want to interact with you,” Price said, adding
snakes see humans as giant predators. “They’re afraid of you
and want to get away.”

How to keep copperheads out of your yard
First, it helps to think about what might attract a copperhead to your yard. Copperheads feed on small mammals, frogs,
lizards, birds and insects, such as cicadas, according to a University of Kentucky profile of the snake species. Areas that
attract rodents could also be a draw for a copperhead. Excess clutter or vegetation on your property could also attract
copperheads seeking shelter from the open sun. Some potential draws for copperheads, and snakes in general, include:

Tall grass, thick vegetation and other plants that offer cover.
Water sources like rivers and streams. Those could be a draw for water queensnakes or garter snakes, neither of
which are venomous.
Wood piles, rock walls and similar debris.
Feeders that can draw small birds or rodents that are prey for snakes.
Quiet storage areas, like basements or crawl spaces, which can serve as safe spaces for snakes to overwinter or shed
their skin.
Underneath structures, such as a backyard deck. According to Price, it’s not unheard for a snake to sun itself on a
deck. More typically though, decks provide a structure they can quickly duck under if needed.

What are Kentucky copperheads doing in the summer?
This time of year, copperheads are between their two mating seasons in the spring and fall. So the biggest activity
they’re devoting their energy to is feeding, particularly if the females are due to give birth to their live young in August or
early September. That’s right, copperheads do not lay eggs.




