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Meet the New Agent

Hello everybody! In case we haven’t met, my name is

Gracey Moffitt and I am the new Ag agent here in

McCracken County. I am very blessed to have been

chosen to take on this position and I am so excited

to see what all the future holds! If you haven’t taken

it yet, please take my Program Interest Survey! The

results from this survey will help me to plan

programs. You can find the link on our website.

Agent Update
Finally, the frigid January is over! This last month seemed to last forever
thanks to the freezing temperatures, snow, and ice. Hopefully we won’t
have too see much more of that kind of weather this winter!

January was a pretty crazy month with trainings and programs. I taught

my first 3 Private Applicator Trainings. All three programs were

successful and all that attended are recertified. 

I attended the 4-H Council meeting to meet with area school staff and

to discuss Ag Day as well as future Ag in the Classroom opportunities.

Stay tuned for upcoming events in the next few months!

As always, if you have any ideas for programming or programs that you

would like to see me do, please contact me. You can call the office at

270-554-9520 or email me directly at gracey.moffitt@uky.edu.
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Placements Below Expectations in January Cattle-on-Feed Report
By: Kenny Burdine, University of Kentucky
Date: 1/27/2025

The January Cattle on Feed report was released on Friday afternoon. Total on-feed inventory to start the
year was estimated at a little over 11.8 million head, which is down by just under 1% from January of 2024.
Despite the fact that feeder cattle supplies have been lower, feedlot inventories ran above year-ago
levels for eight of twelve months in 2024 as lower feed prices encouraged longer feeding times. While I
don’t want to read too much into it, this was the largest year-over-year decline since May.

 Placements were once again the headliner of the report as they came in below, and outside the range of
pre-report estimates. December 2024 placements were estimated at 1.64 million, which was 3.3% below
December 2023. On the surface, this seemed logical as December represented a full month of not
receiving live cattle imports from Mexico. This also marked the second month in a row with placement
levels being more than 3% below year-ago.

 Friday’s report was also a quarterly cattle-on-feed report, which means it included an estimate of the
steer / heifer breakdown. In the absence of a July cattle inventory report, this has been one of the main
indicators economists have been tracking for evidence of heifer retention. Heifers accounted for 38.7%
of total on-feed inventory on January 1, 2025. While this doesn’t speak to retention, it is worth noting that
this is about 1% lower than last January and 1% lower than October 2024. So, it does bear watching as we
move further into 2025. Again, I think imports from Mexico had some impact here as heifers had
represented a higher than usual share of imports prior to the ban in late November.

 Last week’s cattle on feed report will be overshadowed later this week as USDA-NASS will release their
annual inventory estimates on the afternoon of January 31st. While beef cow slaughter was down sharply
for 2024, most are still expecting continued decreases in beef cattle numbers at the national level. It will
be interesting to see the state-by-state numbers and specifically to look at areas where heifer retention
may have already begun. Given the favorable price outlook for calves, I think heifer retention is very
possible in 2025 if weather is cooperative. But I also think this will be a relatively slow cow-herd
expansion once retention does begin
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Soil Temperatures Remain Above Freezing Across Kentucky
Source:  Dr. Chad Lee,  
UK Grain Crops Specialist
Date: 1/17/2025
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Soils at 2-inch depths are staying above freezing so far around the state. The Kentucky Mesonet
records soil temperatures at certain locations. For the sites we checked, all the soils are still
above 32 F. For wheat seeded at proper depths, the roots and growing points are insulated well
and should not be damaged. The tillers and leaves above the soil surface have largely been
protected by the snow cover. Tillers and leaves exposed to temperatures below 32 F may
eventually display some freeze burn, but will not be severely damaged unless exposed to
temperatures well below 32 F for several hours. The table we have used suggests that tillers
need to be exposed to temperatures at or below 12 F for 2 hours or more before severe damage
is expected. However, that table has not always predicted wheat response to freezing
temperatures in Kentucky. No ac-curate assessments of wheat response can be made until the
wheat experiences five to seven days of 40 F or more. As snow has melted or will melt in some
areas, and the cold snap is back in place for a few days, we will continue to monitor these soil
temperatures, air temperatures and will provide an updated report in the near future.

On the Kentucky Mesonet website, hover over “Data” and in the dropdown menu select “Soil”.
On the left of the screen is another dropdown menu for “Site”. Select the site you want. Not all

sites have soil temperatures. Then select “soil temperature”. You can also select the time
interval, such as 1 week, 2 weeks, 1 month, 3 months or 6 months.
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Figure 1. Fulton County
(HCKM) Soil Temperatures

Jan 8 to Jan 14, 2025
The 2-inch soil depth

temperature line is gray.
Accessed at:

https://www.kymesonet.org
/soil.html?county=HCKM
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Interested in taking soil samples before this growing season begins?

Contact me via email at gracey.moffitt@uky.edu or by calling the office
at 270-554-9520 and we can get you hooked up.
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Event Calendar for
February 2025

If you have questions or
would like to RSVP, call
the office at 270-554-

9520.

The full calendar with
event descriptions is

located on our website.
https://mccracken.ca.uky

.edu



Recipe of the Month

8


