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Meet the New Agent

Hello everybody! In case we haven’t met, my name is

Gracey Moffitt and I am the new Ag agent here in

McCracken County. I am very blessed to have been

chosen to take on this position and I am so excited

to see what all the future holds! If you haven’t taken

it yet, please take my Program Interest Survey! The

results from this survey will help me to plan

programs. You can find the link on our website.

Agent Update

This past month I have been on the go between the Alaska Trip, State

Fair, and various meetings.

The Alaska Trip Highlight is included on the next page! 

My Pepper Variety Trial is still going strong and I have even started

harvesting them! (as pictured above)! If you are interested in coming

by to try the peppers let us know! We would be happy to give you a

sample! 

I have also started on another project: Harvest Festival 2024. Our

Harvest Festival is scheduled for November 15th from 3-7, I will share

more info as we get closer. In preparation for the festival I have planted

pumpkins, popcorn, Indian corn, and flowers (as pictured above)!

Please ignore the weeds, it is a work in progress and stay tuned for

updates!
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Alaska Trip 2024 Highlights: 
First off, I am going to start by telling you that this trip was a professional development opportunity for ag agents

like myself in  Graves, Calloway, Marshall, and here in McCracken. We made it open to all producers that may have a
passion or desire to learn about agriculture in other parts of the US.

Day 1: Our first full day in Alaska was spent at the Anchorage Port in the Gulf of Alaska, a fish hatchery, Pyrah’s
Pioneer U-Pick Farm, the Alaskan Plant Materials Center, and a local Reindeer Farm for rehabilitated rescues.

Day 2: The longest day on our trip was spent between the 3 hour Coastal Train to the Kenai Fjord where we boarded
the 6 hour Glacier Cruise through the Resurrection Bay. We were able to see beautiful views of wildlife and the

glaciers peaking through.
Day 3: Our 3rd day started out at the VanderWeele flower and vegetable farm, the Musk Ox farm, the birch tree

syrup farm and operation, and lastly a local brewery.
Day 4: The 4th day in Alaska was spent in Talkeetna. We were given free reign this day to explore the Alaskan

wilderness. So, a group of us went on a Salmon fishing Charter. After our charter we were able to venture through
the small town.

Day 5: Our last day of exploring on our trip was spent at Denali National Park. Due to the temperature inversions and
cloud cover we were unable to see the mountain range. However we were still able to view some wildlife and

experience a tundra-type ecosystem.



US Hay Production Expected to Increase Again in 2024
 By: Kenny Burdine, University of Kentucky
Date: 8/19/2024

While row crop estimates get the most attention, USDA’s August Crop Production report also provides an
initial estimate of US hay production and includes projections for individual states. Hay production and
stocks have major implications for winter feed supply and winter feed costs for cattle operations.
Widespread drought in 2022 led to low hay production levels and left very limited hay supplies coming
into 2023. This can be seen in the May 1 Hay Stocks figure above. Note that hay stocks in the US on May 1 of
last year were at their lowest levels since 2013. A sharp increase can also be seen in 2024 as the larger
2023 crop helped to replenish hay supplies.

 Last week’s report suggested increases in production were likely at the national level for both “Alfalfa and
Alfalfa Mixes”, as well as “All Other Hay” in 2024. These are the only two categories of hay for which
estimates are made by USDA-NASS. In this article, I will focus on the All Other Hay (non-Alfalfa) category
as that is typically more reflective of hay that is fed to beef cows over the winter. At the national level,
non-Alfalfa hay production was estimated to be up by 8.1% from 2023, largely due to higher expected
yields across the country. While this is encouraging for hay supply in aggregate, hay markets are very
localized since transportation costs tend to be very high. This is especially true for large roll bales, which
are most often fed by cow-calf operators.

 As I have done the last few years, I selected some state estimates from the August report to provide
some regional perspective on likely hay production levels. As can be seen in the table below, non-Alfalfa
hay production is expected to be higher in most states. Texas and Missouri especially stand out and it is
worth noting that they are projected to be the two states with the highest production levels nationwide.
Oklahoma stands out to the downside, but that decrease is driven by a sizeable drop in expected
harvested acres. Hay production was projected higher in Kentucky, Arkansas, and Mississippi, with
Tennessee (down 10.2%) being the outlier in the Southeast.

 While a lot can still change with respect to hay production this fall, the August Crop Production report
does paint a picture of increased hay supplies in many areas. In addition to hay production, fall grazing
prospects will also impact how much hay will be needed in the upcoming winter. It is also important to
understand that these production estimates say nothing about hay quality, which is another important
element of the discussion. I like to examine hay production estimates and do think it provides some
general perspective, but I would also reiterate how different hay availability can be across the country. It’s
never too early to think about winter hay needs and make plans to source additional hay, if needed.
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Return of the Fall Armyworm?
Source:  Dr. Jonathon Larson, Entomology Extension Specialist
Date: 8/20/24

In 2021, Kentucky was one of many states that were impacted by a historic outbreak of fall armyworms. That year
marked perhaps the worst year for the pest since the 1970s and has inspired fear and dread about these hungry,
hungry caterpillars rearing their head again. In the past week, reports from western and central Kentucky have
indicated that some folks are seeing fall armyworms in turfgrass areas. It doesn’t seem to be at the same levels we
experienced in 2021 but it doesn’t hurt to review how this pest works and what can be done about it.
Fall Armyworm & Kentucky
Fall armyworms do not overwinter in this state. They are a tropical species, and they typically overwinter in southern
Florida and southern Texas. These spots stay warm enough for them to persist and then mate to start the generations
that will migrate northward. They usually move from these toasty states into states like Mississippi and Alabama in April
and May, arriving next in Tennessee by May or June. Typically, they start to appear in Kentucky by June.
In the Bluegrass State, fall armyworms are usually associated with issues in pastures and crops. In this state and others,
they will cross over into the home landscape to feed on turf in lawns. Initially when they feed, the tips of the blades of
grass will have windowpane-like damage. As the caterpillars grow, they will progress into consuming whole blades of
grass. The term “armyworm” also comes from the fact that these pests move in a group across the grass, creating a
distinct line of damage opposed to undamaged grass. Newly planted sod is more susceptible to being killed by these
pests than established turf areas.
What should you do now?
If you live near pastures or agricultural production fields that have been affected by fall armyworm damage, it might be
a good idea to check your lawn for initial signs of damage. Additionally, if you noticed large numbers of egg masses, it
would behoove you to check in with your lawn. Infested stands of turf will appear thinned out, often with exposed
crowns or soil where caterpillars have completely consumed the plant.
Some folks won’t have to worry. If you have a yard that was treated with Acelepryn or Scott’s GrubEx in the spring/early
summer for grub control, you likely won’t get fall armyworms. These systemic products last through the whole summer
and are effective against both beetle grubs and moth caterpillars.
If you haven’t had your yard treated, though, and are seeing a concerning amount of damage, you can minimize fall
armyworms and their feeding with pyrethroid products like bifenthrin, cyhalothrin, and others. Bt and spinosad, which
are organic options, will work when caterpillars are smaller and might be effective if another generation of armyworms
develops here.
Producers should scout their fields and pastures and treat if numbers exceed a threshold of 2 to 4 larvae per square
foot on average.
No insecticide will make grass green again though! If you have seen part of your lawn destroyed, you can salvage what
is left, but prepare to reseed or resod in the near future.

Row Crops & Forages
Events and News

5

Are you curious if you have Fall Armyworms in your yard? You can apply a mixture of dish soap

and water to the surface to flush them out. from there you can make the decision to treat the

issue or not. Don’t hesitate to call and ask questions.



Drought conditions on the rise?
Source: Matt Dixon, Meteorologist - UK Ag Weather Center
Date: 8/23/24

So, what can we expect moving forward? If you're looking for some rain, the forecast isn't very promising. As it stands now, with high pressure
expected to remain in control, there's a good chance that most of Kentucky will stay dry over the upcoming week. Unfortunately, as high
pressure moves east today, our winds will shift to a southerly direction, pushing highs back into the mid to upper 80s, and even into the low to
mid-90s this weekend and into next workweek. I wouldn't be surprised if some of the driest areas in Western Kentucky hit 100. These
temperatures WILL push the livestock heat stress index back into the danger category, so be sure to take necessary precautions.
Long-range outlooks suggest that this warm and relatively dry trend will continue through the start of September (see images below). While
the Climate Prediction Center indicates that we are favored to see near-normal precipitation, it’s important to remember that "near normal"
for this time of year is not particularly significant and likely won't be enough to alleviate drought conditions. In doing so, many of us will start
monitoring the tropics, but currently, there is nothing in the picture (which is somewhat unusual for this time of year).
As much as I hope to avoid a repeat of 2022 and 2023, it's something that remains a possibility. Dry conditions combined with high heat are a
concerning combination. We saw the impacts of this in August and September of 2019. Below is the latest U.S. Drought Monitor, released
yesterday. Currently, the spatial coverage of abnormally dry conditions and moderate drought is relatively sparse. However, as mentioned
earlier, some areas are already starting to go in the wrong direction. For instance, the Fulton County Mesonet Station has only recorded 0.38
inches of rain for the entire month of August so far, and this amount is unlikely to change much given the current forecast and outlooks. That
number only increases to 1.17 going all the way back to July 10th. Shallow soil moisture levels have been tanking and we still have a sizable
portion of the growing season ahead.

Moving forward, be sure to take a proactive approach in case conditions deteriorate again. The Climate Prediction Center has just released
the latest 8-14 day U.S. Hazards Outlook and Western Kentucky is under an elevated risk for rapid drought onset (map below).
UK Extension Specialists, Drs. Bob Coleman and Jimmy Henning, recently highlighted some drought mitigation tips in an article from M-G CAFE
Communications titled "Smart feeding and planning: Tackling hay challenges for horses amid Kentucky's drought." In summary, hay prices are
rising due to what appears to be a "looming scarcity." If necessary, now is the time to secure hay for the upcoming winter and/or implement
efficient hay management systems to reduce waste. As a sidenote, UK Forage Specialists are also receiving an increased number of reports
regarding fall armyworms and advise producers to scout fields and pastures, "treating if numbers exceed a threshold of 2 to 4 larvae
(caterpillars) per square foot on average". More information will be available in their September issue of UK Forage News.

In some closing thoughts, although we've seen five of our top-10 wettest years on record since 2011, the fall seasons haven’t necessarily
followed this trend. In fact, the fall seasons of 2022 and 2023 rank as the 9th and 12th driest falls ever recorded in Kentucky. 2016 is 6th on the
list, and September 2019 was the driest September ever recorded in state history. A dry fall in Kentucky isn't necessarily unusual (it is our driest
season of the year), but the dryness has been taken to another level over recent years.
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6Unsure what is going on in your field? Call me at 270-933-1386. I would be happy to come

scout your crops with you to discuss what to do next.

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F979dqb8ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001hbXoKXNmauxoEoYzcYG6noEQW8Q5OunnnbBm7PFIpSaTM2oBekLYIOd4O3rmbx2BXFuARV7-CvxAkHvBixl8FbeUCm0rD_CCiBMoua3MpQut2RkACUz32YjrMSv1uUkoBB1zjohc6crRc2XkV9kKJSZi7_oser1W2dlcijdW9hrRn0BNt9POquOKe7lAHE5c5AkMZ1qNly5wHHAsgs0g_sQxv6IayeZJkj-qrqqRbeoZ3kxMqZA_6ToAXdN46o6uh3i6UhGaJ6evsdbkqfOmQknNv6KIzAQX%26c%3Dca6HcsDZt55IyuRoB8ucKE5_0ZDOBuxsXsspE7hxHlxmLUdzdFzzbQ%3D%3D%26ch%3D68Mj-wXwAZDzp9kc07uBf8f5Z-obuEHfR9wsBSzVA60us0yaTNv9Nw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cgamo239%40UKY.EDU%7C26a5c83b10d14bc69be608dcc399681e%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638600310912222294%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XTWA7rTvU9xogeRH%2FjdpHOS%2Bq%2FazH3y82czQ6dIgJ8g%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F979dqb8ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001hbXoKXNmauxoEoYzcYG6noEQW8Q5OunnnbBm7PFIpSaTM2oBekLYIOd4O3rmbx2B07ozoeyS_Lm7O6uJ_ZJxx0xv80BmQ0IyVO3Rx0lPItgRqN82W7MkDYQMeCNBbRzfMG3DCNcVQ6mDbFpRPiGjYUHW3AOccKK78xel0RRq0y8%3D%26c%3Dca6HcsDZt55IyuRoB8ucKE5_0ZDOBuxsXsspE7hxHlxmLUdzdFzzbQ%3D%3D%26ch%3D68Mj-wXwAZDzp9kc07uBf8f5Z-obuEHfR9wsBSzVA60us0yaTNv9Nw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cgamo239%40UKY.EDU%7C26a5c83b10d14bc69be608dcc399681e%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638600310912230376%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zKjvbZdVZcdw4UFraP%2BDABDASrUMPzYbeHabtioIPvw%3D&reserved=0
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Event Calendar for
September 2024

If you have questions or
would like to RSVP, call
the office at 270-554-

9520.

The full calendar with
event descriptions is

located on our website.
https://mccracken.ca.uky

.edu
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