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Meet the New Agent

Hello everybody! In case we haven’t met, my name is

Gracey Moffitt and I am the new Ag agent here in

McCracken County. I am very blessed to have been

chosen to take on this position and I am so excited

to see what all the future holds! If you haven’t taken

it yet, please take my Program Interest Survey! The

results from this survey will help me to plan

programs. You can find the link on our website.

Agent Update

This past month has been crazy since school has officially started back
and so have my trainings! As pictured above, you can see a Laurel Wilt  
infected Sassafras tree, which I learned about in one of my recent
forestry trainings. September seems to have been the month of council
meetings as well. I attended numerous program council meetings in
and out of the extension umbrella.

Harvest Festival 2024 planning is underway! We have changed the
times to 3:30-5:30 knowing the time will have changed by then. We will
have all kinds of fun activities for families to enjoy together! Take a look
at some of the pumpkins that I have growing for the Harvest Festival
(as pictured above)!

My Pepper Variety Trial is still going strong even after I have harvested
over 1,800 peppers so far! These are just a few peppers from
harvest(as pictured above)! If you are interested in coming by to try
the peppers let us know! We would be happy to give you some to try!
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Cattle on Feed and Record-High August Fed Cattle Weights
 By: Josh Maples, Mississippi State University
Date: 9/23/2024

The latest USDA Cattle on Feed report was released Friday and showed placements of cattle into feedlots
during August were 1.4 percent lower than during August 2023. Marketings of fed cattle out of feedlots
were down about 3.5 percent from a year ago, partially due to one less business day in August 2024 than
in August 2023. Both of these numbers were within pre-report expectations and will likely not be big
market movers. 

 Most of the decline in placements from a year ago occurred in placements of cattle weighing less than
800 pounds. Placements of cattle in this weight range were 3.4 percent lower while placements of cattle
weighing more than 800 pounds were 1.4 percent higher. Placements in both Kansas and Nebraska were
down about 3 percent while placements in Texas were down nearly 6 percent as compared to a year-ago.
Placements in Colorado were the exception and were up nearly 30 percent. 

 Despite the lower placements, the total number of cattle in feedlots with more than 1,000 head capacity
on September 1st was up 0.6 percent compared to a year ago. This continues the trend of cattle staying in
feedlots longer. Total placements of cattle into feedlots during 2024 is down about 2 percent but longer
feeding periods have reduced turnover and helped to keep inventory levels from fully reflecting the
declining calf crop totals. 

 Longer feeding periods are leading to higher cattle weights. The average dressed weight for federally
inspected steers during August 2024 was 930 pounds. Assuming a dressing percentage of 62.5 percent,
this suggests an average live weight of 1,488 pounds. This is the highest August steer dressed weight
average on record, easily surpassing the 911-pound average during August 2020. Heifer dressed weights
also hit an August record at 840 pounds on average. The higher dressed weights are offsetting much of
the impact of lower cattle numbers on beef production. Total beef production in 2024 is now expected to
be very close to beef production in 2023 despite fewer head processed.
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Fall Residual Herbicides and Cover Crops Can Help with Ryegrass
Source:  Dr. Travis Legleiter, UK Extension Weed Specialist 
Date: 9/13/24

Italian ryegrass (aka annual ryegrass) is becoming an increasingly problematic weed for Kentucky grain crop
producers across the state. Growers are no longer just dealing with ryegrass in wheat, but rather are also
dealing with ryegrass escapes and burndown failures prior to corn and soybean planting each spring.
Traditionally we have relied on spring burndown applications for control of winter annuals, including ryegrass,
prior to corn and soybean planting. While this strategy is highly effective against the majority of winter annual
weed species, Italian ryegrass is now challenging this strategy. We need to implore alternative strategies to
reduce the pressure on spring burndown applications that are increasingly failing to control Italian ryegrass.
This is where the use of fall residual herbicides is an option that can relieve the pressure on the spring
burndown applications. 

Research trials evaluating fall applied residual herbicides were conducted at the University of Kentucky
Research and Education Center in Princeton, KY in 2022 and 2023. Additionally, a trial evaluating residual
herbicide and cover crop combinations was implemented in 2023.   

All residual herbicides provided greater than 94% ryegrass control the following spring and had greater
control than a burndown herbicide alone which provided 2% control of ryegrass. 
Winter annual ground cover was significantly reduced by all residual herbicide as compared to a fall
burndown without a residual herbicide indicating an increased risk of potential soil erosion with the use of
fall residual herbicides. 
Italian ryegrass density five months after fall residual applications was reduced to one to two plants per
square foot as compared to a non-residual burndown application with 14 plants per square foot.
The use of residual herbicides increased control of Italian ryegrass in the spring following ap plications
both applied pre and post to cover crop emergence. 
The combination of residual herbicides and cover crops resulted in the greatest control of Ital ian
ryegrass. 
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Several products that contain
pyroxasulfone or S-metolachlor
either have federal label
language or 24 (c) special needs
labels that allow for application
in the fall for control of Italian
ryegrass or fall germinating
weeds. A list of products that
have label language allowing for
fall applications is contained in
Table 1, along with application
rates and replant restrictions.
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6Unsure what is going on in your field? Call me at 270-933-1386. I would be happy to come scout

your crops with you to discuss what to do next.
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Event Calendar for
October 2024

If you have questions or
would like to RSVP, call
the office at 270-554-

9520.

The full calendar with
event descriptions is

located on our website.
https://mccracken.ca.uky

.edu
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