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Meet the New Agent

Hello everybody! In case you

haven’t seen my newsletter

before, my name is Gracey Moffitt

and I am the new Ag agent here in

McCracken County. I am very

blessed to have been chosen to

take on this position and I am so

excited to see what all the future

holds!
Programming Survey

I am brainstorming different ideas for various programs,

classes, and events to make available for all of McCracken

County to come and enjoy! I have a survey linked to the QR

code below, please scan with the camera on your phone

and it will take you to the survey link to fill out. This survey

will help me come up with ideas for programming! You can

also find the survey under the Agriculture and Natural

resources tab on our website - mccracken.ca.uky.edu. If

you ever have any questions, feel free to reach out by

calling or coming up to the office and I would be more

than happy to help!
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Come join us March 28th and

29th here at the McCracken

County Extension Office to get

some free tree saplings

courtesy of the McCracken

County Conservation District!

Ag & Natural Resources
Events and News for Everyone

McCracken County Cooperative
Extension

Like and follow us on Facebook
for updates about programs and

events!
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Want to know more about your soil? 
We offer soil testing!

Here at the McCracken County Extension Office we take soil samples all year
long for nutrient testing. Each sample is just $7 per bag. Simply collect your

samples, bring them to us, we will ship them to UK, and in a few days time the
reports come back for us to share with you! If you have any questions

regarding soil testing please feel free to call the office.

Know someone who would be
interested in my newsletter? Have

them contact Carla Wilkey at
carla.wilkey@uky.edu or call the

office at 270-554-9520 to be put on
the mailing list!



Livestock
Events and News

Subscribe to the Cattle Market

Notes Weekly Newsletter and find

other beef related articles by

going to the UK Beef Center of

Excellence under Current Market

Information

https://bce.ca.uky.edu/economics

/current-market-information. 3

The Markets:
Overall, prices for feeder

cattle and calves were
higher last week and remain

well above 2023 levels.
Futures prices were largely

steady while corn price fell a
bit more.

You can find the rest of the
article at Cattle Market

Notes Weekly.



Livestock
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2024: First Scout for Aphids, then Conduct an Early Spray if Aphids are above Thresholds in Winter

Wheat
Source:  Dr. Raul T. Villanueva, Entomology Extension Specialist

Aphids in Wheat
Several aphid species are key pests in small grains (wheat, barley, and cereal rye) in Kentucky for their role as vectors of

barley yellow dwarf virus (BYDV). Among them, bird cherry oat and English grain aphids overwinter as nymphs or adults. 

These aphids start feeding on plants when temperatures are greater than 45º F and can then potentially transmit viruses. 

Below 45º F, aphids are inactive, lethargic, and sheltered in soil crevices near the bases of wheat stems.

Current Conditions & Management
Since January 23, to February 12, 2024, there were 13, 12, and 14 days where temperatures were greater than or equal to 45º F

in Lexington, Princeton, and Mayfield in Kentucky (Figure 1), respectively. Thus, during those days, aphids might be feeding

on plants, and if they are carrying the viruses, may be spreading them to healthy plants. Under these conditions, it is

recommended that farmers and consultants scout commercial fields before conducting sprays for aphid management. If

tallies are above the threshold levels indicated in Table 1, an insecticide spray needs to be considered. Calendar-based

sprays or preventative sprays are not recommended as they are not part of integrated pest management (IPM) programs.

Insecticide spray programs for aphid management should follow IPM practices instead of calendar-based programs. In

Kentucky, the rest of the U.S., and many other parts of the world, calendar-based insecticide programs continue to be used

due to time constraints for scouting, and economic savings achieved by reducing trips, and conducting combined

applications of herbicides and fungicides across fields. However, as mentioned above, the use of IPM is recommended to

avoid unnecessary application of insecticides, increase costs of production, reduce insecticide resistance, and kill natural

enemies that may be keeping pests populations at low levels.

Row Crops & Forages
Events and News

Pesticide Licensing and Trainings: I still haven’t gotten my pesticide license yet, so I

am still unable to give training. You are still welcome to go to any of the other

surrounding extension offices trainings. The dates are listed on their websites and

Facebook. If you have any questions, please feel free to call the office or email me at

gracey.moffitt@uky.edu. 5

Figure 1. Daily average
temperatures

(Fahrenheit) from
January 1 to February 12,

2024, in Lexington,
Princeton, and Mayfield.

On days where
temperatures are greater

than 45⁰ F (red ellipses)
aphids start to feed on

small cereals.

Table 1. The number of aphids per foot of
wheat row required to support an insecticide

application for management of BYDV.
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Upcoming Office Events
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Event Calendar for
March 2024

If you have questions
or would like to RSVP,
call the office at 270-

554-9520.

The full calendar with
event descriptions is

located on our
website.
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