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Meet the New Agent

Hello everybody! In case you

haven’t seen my newsletter

before, my name is Gracey Moffitt

and I am the new Ag agent here in

McCracken County. I am very

blessed to have been chosen to

take on this position and I am so

excited to see what all the future

holds!
Programming Survey

I am brainstorming different ideas for various programs,

classes, and events to make available for all of McCracken

County to come and enjoy! I have a survey linked to the QR

code below, please scan with the camera on your phone

and it will take you to the survey link to fill out. This survey

will help me come up with ideas for programming! You can

also find the survey under the Agriculture and Natural

resources tab on our website - mccracken.ca.uky.edu. If

you ever have any questions, feel free to reach out by

calling or coming up to the office and I would be more

than happy to help!

April 2024 
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Come join us on April 8th here

at the McCracken County

Extension Office for our Solar

Eclipse Party! We will have

plenty of food trucks, vendors,

yard games, and more!

Ag & Natural Resources
Events and News for Everyone

McCracken County Cooperative
Extension

Like and follow us on Facebook
for updates about programs and

events!
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Want to know more about your soil? 
We offer soil testing!

Here at the McCracken County Extension Office we take soil samples all year
long for nutrient testing. Each sample is just $7 per bag. Simply collect your

samples, bring them to us, we will ship them to UK, and in a few days time the
reports come back for us to share with you! If you have any questions

regarding soil testing please feel free to call the office.

Know someone who would be
interested in my newsletter? Have

them contact Carla Wilkey at
carla.wilkey@uky.edu or call the

office at 270-554-9520 to be put on
the mailing list!



Livestock
Events and News

Subscribe to the Cattle Market

Notes Weekly Newsletter and find

other beef related articles by

going to the UK Beef Center of

Excellence under Current Market

Information

https://bce.ca.uky.edu/economics

/current-market-information. 3

Timely Tips: Spring Calving Cow Herd 
Source: Dr. Les Anderson, Beef Extension Professor, University of Kentucky 

·      Watch cows and calves closely. Work hard to save every calf. Calves can be identified with an ear tag
while they are young and easy to handle. Commercial male calves should be castrated and implanted.
Registered calves should be weighed at birth. 
·      Cows that have calved need to be on an adequate nutritional level to rebreed. Increase their feed after
calving. Do not let them lose body condition. Keep feeding them until pastures are adequate. 
·      Do not “rush to grass” although it can be really tempting. Be sure that grass has accumulated enough
growth to support the cow’s nutritional needs before depending solely upon it. Cows may walk the
pastures looking for green grass instead of eating dry feed. This lush, watery grass is not adequate to
support them. Keep them consuming dry feed until sufficient grass is available to sustain body condition.
We’ve spent too much money keeping them in good condition to lose it now! 
·      Prevent grass tetany! Provide magnesium in the mineral mix until daytime temperatures are
consistently above 60oF. Mineral supplement should always be available and contain a minimum of about
14% magnesium. Make sure that your mineral mix also contains adequate selenium, copper, and zinc. You
can ask your feed dealer about the UK Beef IRM High Magnesium Mineral. 
·      Make final selection of heifer replacements. Strongly consider vaccinating with a modified-live BVD
vaccine.  
·      Purchase replacement bulls at least 30 days before the breeding season starts. Have herd bulls
evaluated for breeding soundness (10-20% of bulls are questionable or unsatisfactory breeders). Get all
bulls in proper condition (BCS 6) for breeding. 
·      If you are going to use artificial insemination and/or estrous synchronization, make plans now and
order needed supplies, semen, and schedule a technician. 
·      Prebreeding or "turnout" working is usually scheduled for late April or May between the end of calving
season and before the start of the breeding season (while cows are open). Consult your veterinarian
about vaccines and health products your herd needs. Decide now on the products needed and have
handling facilities in good working order. Dehorn commercial calves before going to pasture.   
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Impact of March 19 Temperatures on Wheat
Source:  Dr. Carrie Knott

Across Kentucky almost all of the wheat crop has jointed (Feekes 6) and much of it has developed at least two nodes
(Feekes 7). When temperatures dropped into the teens and low 20’s (°F) overnight March 19 (Table 1), we once again find
ourselves asking the question: Will the low temperatures a couple of nights ago damage this year’s wheat crop?

For wheat fields that are Feekes 5 or less advanced, these temperatures should not harm the wheat. The growing
point was still below the soil surface and well protected by the soil temperatures.
For wheat fields that were at Feekes 6 or later, damage may be possible. The national rule of thumb is that wheat at
this growth stage is damaged when temperatures are 24°F or less for 2 or more hours. Although there are certainly
more factors that contribute to severity of freeze damage than simply duration of a threshold temperature (many of
which we are investigating), this is still the most widely accepted condition to ‘trigger’ a need to scout fields for
damage.

When scouting for freeze damage in wheat, it is important to remember that a minimum of four to five days of good
growing conditions (high temperatures exceeding 40°F) are needed before damage becomes visible. In reality, waiting a
full week to ten days generally makes it easiest to see freeze damage. Therefore, Tuesday March 26 would be the ideal
time to begin scouting fields for freeze damage.
Even if freeze damage is found, this does not immediately indicate that final grain yield will be impacted. Wheat has a
tremendous ability to redistribute its resources to living tillers and therefore compensate for primary stems and tillers
that may be lost in the freeze. This can result in little to no yield impact. If damage is found, refer to Figure 1 and AGR-253:
Identifying Damage and Estimating Yield Reductions following a Spring Freeze in Winter Wheat to help determine
potential yield reductions based upon estimated damage observed in the field.
For a visual guide to identify freeze damage refer to AGR-253: Identifying Damage and Estimating Yield Reductions
following a Spring Freeze in Winter Wheat.
There are also videos demonstrating how to assess freeze damage at different growth stages: jointing
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=oaPiOU-s-Ro), flowering (https://youtu.be/u0DUgEa23bE) and
during grain fill (https://youtu.be/OhcqjeiIE8s).

Row Crops & Forages
Events and News

Pesticide Licensing and Trainings: I have finally received my license and have been

approved to administer and give pesticide trainings for private applicators. If you are

in need of a private applicator’s license or need to do your training to recertify, feel

free to call the office or email me at gracey.moffitt@uky.edu.
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Table 1: Minimum air temperatures, relative
humidity at minimum air temperature, average

relative humidity when air temperature 24°F or less,
and duration that air temperatures were 24°F or less

and 32°F or less for the available Western KY
Mesonet sites overnight March 18 to early morning
hours of March 19. Data obtained from KY Mesonet 

http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/AGR/AGR224/AGR224.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/AGR/AGR224/AGR224.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/AGR/AGR224/AGR224.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/AGR/AGR224/AGR224.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/AGR/AGR253/AGR253.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/AGR/AGR253/AGR253.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/AGR/AGR253/AGR253.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/AGR/AGR253/AGR253.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=oaPiOU-s-Ro
https://youtu.be/u0DUgEa23bE
https://youtu.be/OhcqjeiIE8s
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Upcoming Office Events
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Event Calendar for
March 2024

If you have questions
or would like to RSVP,
call the office at 270-

554-9520.

The full calendar with
event descriptions is

located on our
website.



Recipe of the Month
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