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Meet the New Agent

Hello everybody! In case we haven’t met, my

name is Gracey Moffitt and I am the new Ag

agent here in McCracken County. I am very

blessed to have been chosen to take on this

position and I am so excited to see what all the

future holds! If you haven’t taken it yet, please

take my Program Interest Survey! The results

from this survey will help me to plan programs.

You can find the link on our website.

Agent Update

The last 7 months have been an absolute whirlwind as the new ANR

Agent. In this amount of time I have had the opportunity to partner

with other agents in the office along with other agents in

surrounding counties for events and programs. This past month I

hosted my first large event: Ag Day. This event was an all day event

where 300 4th graders from 3 elementary schools throughout the

county came to the extension office to learn a little bit more about

agriculture (as pictured above). This month I am starting the 4-H

Forestry Project days to learn about native KY trees and their uses. I

am excited to help these kids with their projects for the upcoming

county fair! Soon to come, I will be planting pepper variety trial test

plots here at the office for further research along with a Cut Flower

Project. I am also working getting dates and speakers lined up for a

Homesteading Class Series here at the extension office. Stay tuned

for more!
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Livestock Events and News
Beware of Reducing Feed at Calving!
 Source: Dr. Les Anderson, Beef Extension Professor, University of Kentucky 

A common question that I have been asked about body condition and feeding cows at calving is about feeding. He
had heard that he should reduce feed to his cows before calving to keep birthweights lower to reduce calving
problems. He indicated that the BCS of his cows as they begin to calve was only 4. This is a frustrating question
because it comes up often and nothing could be further from the truth. 
 
Several researchers have addressed this issue over the last 20-30 years. Each of these experiments had cows that
were fed to maintain weight, decrease weight, or increase weight right before calving began. The result of
underfeeding cows before calving results in the exact problem the producer is trying to avoid. The research
demonstrated that poor nutrition and low BCS precalving: 
 
·      Increased calving problems 
·      Decreased calf health (low colostrum consumption and poor-quality colostrum) 
·      Increased calf death loss 
·      Increased the number of days for females to resume estrous cycles. 
 
One of the most extreme research trials on prebreeding nutrition in cows was conducted by Dr. Steve Loerch at The
Ohio State University. At that time, the cost of hay was much higher than the cost of grain and Dr. Loerch was
examining the impact of feeding corn as an alternative to hay for gestating and lactating cows. The cows used were
large framed Charolais-cross cows and were either fed around 11 pounds of whole shelled corn, 2.5 pounds of a
pelleted supplement, and 2 pounds of hay (dry matter basis) or offered hay and a salt and mineral mix free choice
from November to April. Hay was predominantly first-cutting orchardgrass testing around 72% neutral detergent
fiber (NDF) and 9.5% crude protein (CP). Cows fed free choice hay ate twice as much feed resulting in double the
feed costs compared to limit feeding the corn-based diet.  
In this study, cows consuming the corn-based diet had fewer calving problems than the cows consuming forage-
based diets. Limit-feeding corn to meet the nutrient requirements of cows did not negatively impact calving
performance, pregnancy rate, or calf weaning weight. I don’t bring this trial up to endorse feeding gestating cows
corn-based diets but rather to reinforce that feeding cows prior to calving does not increase calving problems even
if cows are fed corn-based diets. 
 
This producer indicated that his cows were at a BCS of 4 prior to calving and this is going to create some issues for
him. Rebreeding performance of cows is greatly influenced by BCS at calving. Cows that are thin (BCS < 5; visible
ribs) at calving take longer to resume estrous cycles and therefore are delayed in their ability to rebreed. As
precalving BCS decreases, the number of days from one calving to the next (calving interval) increases in beef cows.
Females with a precalving BCS <5 tend to have production cycles greater than 1 year. For example, cows with a
precalving BCS of 3 would be expected to have a calving interval of approximately 400+ days, while a cow with a
precalving BCS of 6 would have a calving interval of approximately 360 days. Thin cows are anestrous for a longer
period of time and are therefore more likely to be open at the end of the breeding season. They may also result in
lighter calves to sell the next year because the calves from these thin cows will be born later in the calving season. 
 
Let’s consider the impact of anestrus and calving date for a herd in BCS 4 that calves from March 1 until May 10. Bull
turnout is May 20 and the length of anestrus for mature cows (BCS 4) is 90-120 days and for young cows is 120-150
days. A mature cow (BCS 4) that calves on March 1 will begin to cycle sometime in the month of June and will likely
conceive later than desired. However, the thin mature cow that calves on April 20 won’t cycle until end of
July/middle of August and her opportunity to conceive is minimal. Thin two-year olds nursing their first calf will likely
begin cycles 4-5 months after calving and will have limited opportunities to conceive. 
 
Reducing nutrients before calving is a huge mistake but this strategy has been circulating in the beef industry for
decades. At first glance, it seems logical, but no research supports the notion of limit-feeding cows prior to calving
and this dogma has cost the industry millions of dollars. So, beware of reducing feed to your cows at calving. It won’t
impact calf size but will impact your cows ability to rebreed. 3
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Wheat Futures
Source:  Dr. Grant Gardner
Date: 4/25/24

July wheat futures are currently at the same levels as February and March, and I think today/possibly
tomorrow could be the last time lock in some higher priced, unsold bushels before harvest. 

So what is happening? HRW areas in the Western Corn Belt have been dry causing yield speculation in
wheats... Although this is mainly HRW, the wheat prices are correlated so SRW has followed. 

Weather may continue to drive prices up and should be paid attention to, but rains are expected quickly. I
currently do not see any other bullish tendencies besides weather speculation, and I fear this may be the
last bump before harvest.

It may be a good time to lock in some unsold bushels.  July Wheat Futures 2024 (pictured above).

Row Crops & Forages
Events and News

Corn and Soybean Nematode Testing: Are you interested in corn or soybean

nematode testing? We offer testing for these nematodes for FREE thanks to the KY

Soybean Board and research being conducted by the university. If you are interested,

contact me for more information!
5

Interested in crop pest news updates? Subscribe to the KY Pest News Weekly

Newsletter at https://plantpathology.ca.uky.edu/extension/kpn. 

Are you interested in knowing what is going on in your field? Call me at 270-933-

1386. I would be happy to come scout your crops with you to discuss what to do

next.
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Event Calendar for May 2024

If you have questions or would
like to RSVP, call the office at

270-554-9520.

The full calendar with event
descriptions is located on our

website.
https://mccracken.ca.uky.edu
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Have you seen me? Poison Hemlock
Hello, my name is  Poison Hemlock. As my name implies, I am very poisonous like my close
friends Poison Ivy and Poison Oak. I am poisonous to humans, livestock, and wildlife. I can cause
blisters if you come in contact with me, and can be lethal if ingested. Luckily, there are a few
ways to identify me from one of my common look-alikes, Queen Anne’s Lace (Wild Carrot).

It is also important to know how to get rid of me,
the best options include herbicide treatment or
by digging up and wearing appropriate clothing.
Make sure to dispose of it properly, and DO NOT
BURN. Burning it will increase the inhalation
hazard risk. If you have any questions or
concerns, reach out to your Ag Agent at your
local Extension Office.


